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To His ExcELLENCY 
William Shirley, Eſq; 
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Chief, in and over his MajJzsTY's 
Province of the Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay in New-England, and Vice- 

Admiral of the ſame. 
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and Power of Great Britain, ass 
as Safety of Her Anericam Colors ; 
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and ſo much to the Glory where- 
with GOD. has crewn'd his Mar 
IST 's happy Reign: 


The following SERMON 


is, in Gratitude and Juſtice, 


4 with all Submiſſion, 
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Ps AL, cxviii, 23. 
This 'ts the Loxp's Doing! It is marvellous 


in our _w_ 4 


ITHQUT any Roference to the prime and 
particular View of the Words; I ſhall now 
{ enly obferve the General Truth repreſented in 
chem, and then apply it to the Specia/ Occaſion 
— of the j joyous Solemnity of the preſent Day. 
F, or, the General Truth exhibited in the Text, is this 
that ſome extraordinary Events, without being properl 
term'd miraculous, have fuch lively Characters of dhe. ; 
being the Doings of Gop,' as they are evidently ſo to un- 
prejudic'd and careful Obſerren, and appear marvellous 
in their pious Eyes. 

By eme extraordinary Events, I mean ſome remattablo 
Ones in the natural and moral World, even in the pre- 
ſent Ages as well as the former, whith greatly affect hu- 
man Societies or particular Perſons, eſpecially the People 
of Gop, and theſe Events connected with the varoug 
Means and Cauſes leading to them. 

„ Events not properly way miraculous ; I mean, —— 
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Gon does not appear to work: on his Creatures in a Man- 


admire them in a pious Manner, or yield him the Glory 
of them. See P/al. xcii. 4 — ©, CAE» us, 
8 ; * 8 4 = - 5 N 


But to clear this Truth, we muſt conſider theſe three 
Oc ral Heads, as the Time allows. 


r. In what Manner may the ſovereign Gop be ſaid to 


operate uſually among his Creatures. 


2. When have his providential Operations ſuch lively 
Characters of their being his Doings. © _ 


3, The pious Admirations they ſhould raiſe up in us, and 
which they happily raiſe if we are duly diſpoſed. 


I. In what Manner may the ſovereign Gop be ſaid to 
operate uſually among his Creatures. 5 
And here we muſt neegs obſerve ; that as there are three 
Sorts of Creatures or created Subſtances, viz. Corporeal, 
Spiritual, and Compos'd of Both; ſo there is a different Sort 
of Operation of Gop upon and among them. 


G 2 8 r 1 ; | 13 99 
1. In his Operation on merely corporeal or material Sub- 
Aances He not only by his continual Influence, preſerves 
them in their Being, Nature or eſſential Properties of Soli- 
dity, Extenſion, Rc. which he has been pleas d to give them; 
but to this Influence he alſo ſeems to add his further »/ua/ 
Qperations in theſe three different Manners, . viz. 


(i) In coptinyally cauſing all material Supſtances to in- 
cline towards each other, in regular Proportions to their 
Quantities and Diſtances: Which is commonly called the 
aw or Power of Aitractian or Gravity, + | ++ | b 
(2) When they come to à certain Nearneſs, he by a 
contrary Operation moves them, in regular Proportions 2 
4 #4 


* 
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ſo, to fly F.: Which is commonly called the Law or Power 
of Repulſian; without which all material Subſtances on . 
Earth wou'd ſoon unite in one ſolid Body. 


(3) When they are forced within a certain Nearneſs, 
he by a different Operation makes them move and join to- 
gether in certain Degrees of Power : Which is commonly 
called the Law or Power of Coheſion; without which there 
would be no ſuch Thing as Union or Coherence in mate- 
rial Subſtances. 5 

And theſe are called the three prime and general Laws ef 
Nature in the material World; whereby he chiefly appears 
to govern it. But yet it is moſt evident that he confines not 
himfelf to theſe: For he plainly operates in divers other 
Manners on the Planets, Comets, | goth of Light; as allo 
in the Caſes of Electricity, Magnetiſm, Cold, Heat, &c. 
which are ſo many various Ways of his Operation, need- 
ful for the Schemes of Providence, and the Bleſſing and 
Chaſtiſing of the World. | 
And in the different Proportions of all the various Powers 

d Actions abovementioned, there is no doubt amazing 
is; dom; which] leave the Learned, of Leiſure, to conſider. 

o which we muſt likewiſe add, that for the perfect Go- 
vernment of all 'Things here below, in a due Accommoda- 
tion between the material and the moral World, for the 
latter of which the former is made, preſerv'd, and govern'd; 
It is doubtleſs needful, that the abſolutely ſovereign, wiſe 
and omnipreſent Lok p, Proprietor, and Ruler of all, 
ſhould reſerve to himſelf the juſt Liberty, either mediately 
by brutal Animals, Men or Angels ; or where their Powers 
are inſufficient to anſwer his wiſe Deſigns, by his immediate 
Influence (which tho' unſeen by Men, may be ſeen by An- 
gels) to move and order all material Subſtances this way or 
the other, as He ſees beſt. ˖ 

And it ſeems abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the infinite Gop, 
who is'abſolute, and all-original Life and Power, ſhould con- 
ſtantly afford to Angels and Men, yea to the moſt minute 
Animalcula, the Power of moving material Subſtances even 
contrary to the abovementioned Laws of Nature every Mo- 
ment; yea, that he ſhould be continually making Millions of 
Animals with ſuch a Power as this; and yet confine himſelf ' 
from doing as much as they, by his immediate Power. Thus 
for Inſtance, he now affords me by a ſingle Breath the Power 
of moving Millions of Atoms upwards againſt the Laws of 
Grayity : And can we imagine that this great and _ 

0 | verſ. 
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verſal Ac bas confined himſelf from doing as much 
upon all Occaſions, by his immeliate, tho ſecret + Influence ? 
Or even infinitely more than this: As in raiſing, turning, 
allaying Winds and Seas, and numberleſs other Operations, 
where other Powers inferior to his are inſufficient to com- 
paſs his Deſigns. 

So, in Scripture, the vaſt Varieties of Winds and Seas, 
of Clouds and Vapours, Snow, Fire and Rain, Cold and 
Heat, and other material Subſtances, are repreſented as 
continually directed by him, to fulfil his Pleaſure. See 
Fob xxxvi, xxxvii, xxxviii. Pſal. xv. cxlvii, cxlviii, &c. 

Nor may this be accounted properly miraculous For it 
would be Arangs indeed that the huge Leviathan ſhould 
by a Power derived from Him, throw up a Cloud of Water 
into the Air; or even the moſt minute Animalculum, 
the Pad of a Fi in, in a Moment raiſe up Millions of wa- 
tery Particles againſt the Laws of Gravity, without a Mi- 
racle : And yet for the great Gop to raiſe up'a ſingle Atom 
by his immediate Power, ſhould be eſteemed a Miracle. 
And as long as theſe are the ſual, tho' the immediate | 
rations of Go; they are no more miraculous, than 
immediate Lmpreffion of Gravity on material een 


or on any primary Subſtance whereby the Impreſfion ma 
be made on others. n . 


2. In his 2 on Subſtances purely Sp WI 
He not only by his continual Influence preſerves them in 
their diſtinguiſhin Exiſtence, Nature or eſſential Proper- 
ties of Liſe, and Powers of Perceiving, Thinking, volun- 
tary Motion, &c. He has been pleas'd to give them; but 
to this Influence He alſo ſeems to add his further al 
Operations i in theſe three Ways. | 


Ir) By prod and continuing ſecret, inward Rutz 
or Diſpoſi © wg in * em; as the holy Bents of holy Negele, 
and 00 Souls departed, &. 


(2) By 10 ng and continuing Ideas in their Imagina- 
tions, Memories, and Underſtandings; as alſo impreſſing 
them with various Perceptions oſ Delig t or Trouble : 
Whereby he chiefly ſeems to rule the oe World. So 
he continually gives the Millions of holy Angels his Direc- 
tions: And they are conſtantly attending to him, and in 
every Part of the Univerſe accompliſhing his Orders. And 
fo he makes the holy Angels happy with at of 


. Pure 
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el 1 the ſinful Angels wretched with P 
ode = Fog Ota e, 


© (3) By awatring, ſurpening, ſtrengthening, guiding their 
intellectual Powers, to conceive and penetrate ; compare, 
diftinguiſh, and judge of Things, and contrive and form 
their Schemes ; and by exciting their Purſuits : Whereby 
he fecretly and wonderfully governs in the midſt of num- 
berleſs Contingencies among the Creatures. | 


| And then, ? * * i; 

3. With Reſpect to Creatures Compos'd of Subſtances 
both Corporeal and Spiritual, as brutal Animals and Men; 
his Operations on them may be of all the various Kinds to- 
gether, according to their feveral Natures and Capacities, 
we have in brief deſcribed ; beſides uniting them, keeping 
them united, and ſome peculiar Impreffions of Pleaſure, 
Pain, &c. ſuitable to their myſterious Union. | 

And it ſeems hi reaſonable to think, that where the 
Powers of inferior Creatures ſuffice not to accompliſh his 
Deſigns, He employs the higher, or both together : And 
where they are all ſufficient, He puts forth his Power a- 
bove. them; makes them inftrumental as far as may be, and 
then acts by His own ſuperior Influence. 

As to brutal Animals — they no doubt receive their va- 
rious Iuſtincts from him: And he may by Angels often give 
them Ideas and rule them, 0 Wo 

And as to Men — He no doubt inſpires their various 
Geniuſes : As alſo frequently, if not continually, uſes An- 
gels, the Evil by Permiſſion, the Holy by Command, to 
ſuggeſt Ideas to them; and then uſes them to ſuggeſt Ideas 
to ene another : Which are inſtrumental Cauſes under his 
1 controlling and directive Influence, of number- 
eſs Paſſions, Appetites, Conſultations, Projects, Reſolu- 
tions, Actions and Events. He awakens, ſharpens, ſtrength- 
ens, guides. the intellectual Powers of Men : And where 
the Powers of Angels are ſufficient to give complete Ideas 
to perform his Schemes; He may ſecretly by his immediate 

tons, utterly unknown to 78 ſuggeſt innumera- 
ble Idaas in them; and therewith infuſe his exciting Influ- 
_ ence of Zeal, Activity, Courage and Reſolution to fulfil 
his Councils. | dai 5 

Nor may the unknown Suggeſtions of good Angels be ac- 
eounted proper Inſpirations; any more than the Suggeſtions 
of Satan when he riſes up in our Minds Ideas of Scrip- 

a „ . tures, 
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tures, as he did in the human Mind of CHRISH: Or when 
one Man by Signs ſuggeſts Ideas to others, and excites their 
Courage. Nor are the Ideas and Excitations receiv'd from 
Gop, either mediately by Men or Angels, or immediately 
by Himſelf, proper Inſpirations : Any more than his infu- 
ſing Millions of Spirits every Moment into new Seeds or 
Embrios of Animals, making them alive and active; or in- 
' fuſing into them various Inſtincts or Geniuſes ; or impreſ- 
ling them with Pleaſures, Pains, &c. 
or, by Inſpiration I mean, the certain Revelation he has 
been pleas'd to give of Himſelf and of his Will, and of 
Things paſt and to come, by CHR1sT and his Prophets and 
Apoſtles of old, put into the BiBLE and confirm'd by Mira- 
cles, as a definitive Rule of Faith, Worſhip, moral and re- 
ligious Conduct. Every kind of Idea and Excitation, or 
Propenſion in us, 9 4 ariſing merely from our own 
Minds, or from evil or goad Men and Mi 


iniſters, or from 
evil or good Angels, or even immediately from Gop him- 
ſelf, are therefore all to be brought to this only inſpired Rule, 
and tried thereby; for which End it was inſpired and con- 
firmed. And the true Origin of our Ideas and Excitations 
is kept concealed from us, (without any internal Criterion to 
judge from whence they come, as the Prophets had of Old) 
that by this known divine Rule we might for ever try them. 
In which Trial we axe carefully to uſe our intellectual 
Powers: And being aware that in the midſt of all we need 
the Help of Gop, both in underſtanding the Rule, and in 
the Application of it; to Him we muſt humbly and ever 
repair in CHRIST, and ſeek for Guidance. : 
For Illuſtration — I might eaſily bring a Multitude of 
Scriptures ; but the Time would fail me. I ſhall only cite 
to Deut. xxxii. 1 Sam. ii. 2 Sam. XXit. 1 Chron. xxix. Fob 
v. xii. XXXit,—xxxv. Pſal. xxxiv. xlvii. Clit. civ. cvii. and 
cxiii. 1/a. xxviii. and xliv. Dan. ii. and iv. Joel i. and it. 
Hatt. x. 29, 30. Acts xvii. 24. 28. 
In ſhort, all Nature, both inanimate and animate, both 
human and angelical, is full of Gop; full of his perpetual 
moving, guiding, and over-ruling Influence ; and -as the 
Apoſtle perfectly expreſſes it, Eph. i. 11. bo worketh all 
Things according to the Council of his own Will. e 
But then I may not omit to obſerve, that agreeable to 

Scripture Revelation, THE ETERNAL "WORD or SON o 
Gon, who with the eternal FATHER and SPIRIT created 
all Things; in a perfect Union with thoſe Divine Perſons, 
He alſo upholds and rules the World from the Tims 1 
| made 
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made it: But from the Fall, He rules it alſo in the ſpecial 
Form of a MtpiaToR : And upon the Exaltation of his 
human Nature to Heaven, it is advanced to a wondrous 
Parficipation with his Divine PERSON, in his ſupreme 
Dignity, tranſcendent Glory and univerſal Empire. See 
John i. Eph. i. Col. i. Heb. i, Ee. 

And thus have we ſhewn in what Munner may the ſo- 
vereign Gop be ſaid to operate uſually among his Creatures, 


We now come more briefly to conſider, 
II. When have his providential Operations ſuch lively 
Characters of their being his Doings, as they are evidently 
ſo to unprejudic'd and careful Obfervers. 

Even the common Operations in the merely material 
World, the more we ſearch them, the more they appear 
to be the Doings of Gop. But there is ſuch a natural 
Atheiſm, Blindneſs, and Prejudice in us, as we are averſe 
to ſee it, and prone to aſcribe them to Nature only, or any 
Thing elſe than his ever acting Influence. A terrible Storm 
of Thunder and Lightning, or a more fearful Earthquake, 
or ſome extraordinary Danger or other, ſeems needful to 
bring us to ſee his Operations in Nature. 

And fo it is likewiſe in his mixt Operations of Provi- 
dence. When there is only a Circle of common Occur- 
ences, we are apt to imagine there is only a Courſe of Na- 
ture, blended with the common Powers, Arts, Contri- 
vances and Actions of Men; and the Doings of Gop ap- 
pear not in them. We have therefore need of ſome ex- 
traordinary Work of Gop in Providence, to awaken our 
Minds, and more evidently ſhew his Doings. And this he 
graciouſly condeſcends to give us in the following Caſes. 


1. When in Afairs of vaſt Importance, there is a won- 
derful continued Train and timely Coincidence of inmumerable 
VJarieties of Means, both in the material and moral World 
together, without our Power, and beyond our Proſpect, 
all conſpiring to ſome great Event, exceeding happy in its 
preſent Influence and future Tendency. 

For tho? in ſuch extraordinary Works of God as theſe, 
the ſeveral Parts conſider'd ſingly, are his uſual en 
and don't affect with Wonder, or ſtrike our Minds with 
ſo clear and ſtrong an Evidence of their being his Doings; 
Vet to ſee them all fo perfectly adjuſted, as to make up 
One, great, wiſe, curious and conſiſtent Scheme, to accom- 
pliſh an Event of vaſt Importance; — This yields ſufficient 

$ Evidence 
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1 of wiſe Defign and fuperigg MM anagement in HII, 
who has all the Powers of Nature, Men and Angels in his 
Hands, and over- rules them all to fulfil his Purpoſes. 


2. This yet appears with a ſtronger Evidence, and even 
ſtill more wonderous; when among a great Number of 
ſurprizing and important Incidents, there are many fo mo- 
mentous and critical, that if any one had not fallen preciſely 
in its ſpecial Place and Juncture, there would have been 
exceeding great Imbarraſſments and Hindrances ; and ma- 
ny others ſo eſſential, that if all and every one had not come 
in exactly as they did; the great Event bad: fail'd, and the 
main Scheme with all its vaſt and curious Apparatus totally 
miſcarried. HA wr; 


3. When in exceeding difficult, perplex'd and danger:us 
Cajes which look almoſt deſperate, and much more which 
ſeem in a Manner lot, there opens at once a great Deliver- 
ance, beyond our Power and Thought; And much more 
ſtill, when the Deliverance opens with Szcceſs, and the very 
Means of our Diſtreſs and Danger, are made ſubſervient to 
our Proſperity and Safety. N 


. And laſtly, When in this Conjuncture, the ſovereign 
Gop is more than ufually acknowledged ; looked to, and 
truſted in, an extraordinary Spirit of Prayer is raiſed up in 
many-; and all theſe ſurpriſing Incidents and Means, with 
all our wonderful Salvations, Succeſs and Happineſs, come 
on in punCtual Anſwers to many fervent and fiducial Ad- 
. ares to Him. WS L 3 

might mention Other Caſes and illuſtrate Theſe ; but 
the Hour would fail me. And to make the larger Room 
for the Application, we muſt be alſo ſhort on our 


* 


III. General Head; which is to repreſent the pious Ad- 
miration which theſe extraordinary Appearances and Works 
of God ſhould raiſe up in us, and which they happily raiſe 
if we are duly diſpoſed. WS: 8 
Admiration is one of the ſublimeſt Actions of a created 
Spirit. It is the riſing up of the Mind in a reſpectful View 
of ſomething it ſees and owns to be ſuperior to it And 
when it riſes to the reverent View of Gop, it riſes to the 
higheſt and moſt worthy Object, and pays him ſome of the 
Honour in the higheſt Meaſure eterna'ly due to his tranſcen- 
dent Exccllencies and Operations. 2 
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And as this allwiſe CRE ATO R has made us capable of 
this noble Action, and in our very Make infuſed a Diſpo/e- 
tion to it on extraordinary Appearances z he therefore fre- 
quently does extraordinary Things in Providence, to awake 
our Attention and excite our Wonder; to give us more 
open Diſplays of his ſupreme Wiſdom, Power and Govern- 
ment, and raiſe our due and reverent Admirations of him. 

In the heavenly World; from the inexhauſtible Source of 
his infinite Perfections, no doubt there now are and will be 
eternally ſurprizing Diſplays of his Glories, to the perpetual 
and entertaining Wonder of the happy Inhabitants. But as 
in theſe lower Regions we frequently need them, he frequent- 
ly gives them: And if we were as obſervant as Eliphax, we 
ſhould find abundant Cauſe to cry out in Admiration of Gop 
as He, Job v. 9. Who does great Things and unſearchable, 
marvellous Things without Number 

But when the ſovereign God is pleaſed, in diſtinguiſbing 
Fawur to us, to go out of his common Courſe, and ſhew 
a vaſt Contrivarice, and over-rule a Multitude of all Kinds 
of Cauſes, making them conſpire to ſome great and happy 
Event, or do ſomething extraordinary for our Salvation and 
vaſt Advantage ; — Then he more highly obliges us, and 
more loudly calls us to conſider his wondrous Works; to 
ſee Him, i. e. his ſuperior Hand and Excellencies in 
them, and pay our due and diſtinguiſhing Admirations 
to him. Ty 

Then we ſhould carefully lay aſide every Prejudice : And 
our , obliged Soul ſhould open to every Beam of Light and 
Evidence of the Operation and Care of God in all the Patts 
of the Providence, and forming them all into an admirable 
Syſtem. We ſhould enlarge our Views to ſee the waft Im- 
portance of his wondrous Works, both to Qurſelves and O- 
thers, in all its Branches : And attentively mind the various 
Springs and Intidents in the Run of the Whole, and how 
they all ſurpriſingly. conſpire to a proſperous Iſſue. Nor 
yet i content with the bare viewing of theſe; but our 

atefa] Minds ſhould ſee the /i/dom, Power, ene, He- 
lineſs, Truth and Goodneſs of Gor illuſtrious in 2 and 
then- conſider how He ſhould thus be working for Us,. while 
we were unworthy. of the leaſt of his Mercies. Laftly, in 
our admiring Views of the whole Work of Gop, our Souls 
ſhould riſe into the higheſt reverent Admiration of Him; and 
then break out in moſt thankful Praiſe, as the pious Pſalmiſt 


i the Lotp's Doing ; Ii it marvellous in aur Eyes 
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And as all this ĩs clearly moſt due to Gop on ſuch Appear- 
- ances, it is the lively Bent and Pra#tice of unfeigned Piety. 
But we muſt haſten on to AyPLy theſe Things, in Pur- 
ſuance of our firſt Deſign, to the great and extraordinary 
| Occafion of this happy Solemnity. 

For, the ſovereign Gop, who ruleth by his Power for 
ever, and does what he pleaſes among the Sons of Men, has 
dy a ſurprizing Courſe of Providence led us into a moſt ad- 
venturous Enterprize againſt the FrenchSettlements at Cape- 
Breton, and their exceeding ſtrong City of Lousſbourgh, for 
warlike Power the Pride and Terror of theſe northern Seas ; 
and by a wondrous Series and happy Coincidence of various 
Means, delivered them into our Hands. And this, in a moſt 
ſignal Manner, is The Loxp's Doing in the preſent Day; 
and is truly marvellous in every pious, yea, I may fay, in 
every unprejudic'd and confiderate Eye. | 

And here I ſhall endeavour theſe two r as the 
Seaſon allows, 


1, In brief lay open to view the vaf? Importance of the 
Place; that we may more clearly ſee the G _— 
of the Mercy in giving it to us: And then 


2. Look into the wondrous Scones of W * 
1 ſome of the various and —_— ap _ led 
to the happy Acquiſition. 


I. In brief lay open to view the va/? Importance of the 
Place ; that we may more clearly ſee the an, of the 
Mercy, in giving it to us. 

The Iſand belong'd originally to the Britiſh Empire : 
Was at firſt compriz'd in the general Name and grand Pa- 
tent of New England in 1620; but in the following Year 
ſet off and included in Nova Scotia by a ſeparate Patent; 
and fince, in Nova Scotia comprehended in the 
Charter of the Maſſachuſet Province in 1691. = 
It abounds in the beſt of Pit Coal known in America: 

- And ſo near the Surface of the Earth and Coaft of the Sea, 
as to be very eaſily dug and put in Veſſels. Vea, from 2703, 
Lahontan had told us of the French Ships loading with and 
carrying the ſame to Gaudalupe and Martineco, for the refi- 
ning of Sugars, to their great Advantage. And its comme- 
dious Harbours ; with its happy Situation in the Center of 
our Fiſhery, at the Entrance of the Bay and River of Ca- 
nada, and in the Wake of all the Trade from Europe to 


the | 


»£ 
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the Britiſb Colonies on the Main Land of America, and both 
from them and our Meſt India 1/ands to Europe; rendered 
the Place of ſuch vaſt Importance—that I remember while 
in England, when we came to know the Tory Miniſtry 
had by the Treaty of Utrecht in 1713, reſign'd it to the 
French; all true hearted Britons who knew the Circum- 
ſtapce of the 1/and, moſt grievouſly lamented the Reſig- 
nation, as full of teeming Miſchief to the Britiſß Trade, 
Wealth and Power, and as one of the moſt fatal Acts of 
that unhappy Miniſtry. 22h 
And the miſchievous Conſequence has ſince every Year been 
a growing Confirmation of their judicious Proſpects. For 
the French well knowing the vaſt Advantage of their Acqui- 
fition, have built a walled City on the nol convenient Port 
both for Trade and Fortification for theſe thirty Years 
been adding to its natural and artificial Strength; and by 
immenſe Sums, and the utmoſt Art and Diligence, made it 
one of the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes in America, if not in Europe: 
Such was not like to be taken without a very powerful, ſkil- 
ful and reſolute Army both by Sea and Land, or being ſtar- 
ved to a Surrender. In ſhort, it was the Dunkirk of North- 
America, and in ſome Reſpects of greater Importance. 
For, by Means of this and and Fortrfication, the French 
have every Year enlarged their Fi/hery ; and thereby their 
Trade, Wealth and Shipping > And by fiſhing cheaper than 
we, they have more and more commanded the Trade of 
Spain, Fe and Italy; drawn away their Gold and 
Silver; and greatly diminiſh'd our Trade and Fiſhery, a 
principal Source both of the Br:itih Wealth and naval 
Power. | wa 
So pernicious a Settlement was this—that for above theſe 
Twenty Years, it has ſeem'd to me, *twere worth the while 
to engage in a War with France, if twere for nothing elſe 
but to recover this moſt important Iſand to the Britiſ Z#n:- 
pire. Tho' a War was dreadful, the Neceſſity and Hazard 
ſeem'd every Year to encreaſe : The longer *twas deferr'd, 
the more powerful and dangerous they grew, and the leſs 
our Hope of ever their being reduced. r ts 
Tea, from the Conſideration of ſuch a /ffrong Defence, 
the Advantage of Wood, Sea-coal, Fiſhery, and Free-Gift 
Land in this and the neighbouring Iſlands, the Settlement 
of Thouſands of People on them already, and the innume- 
rable Poor in the Sea-Coaſt Towns of France, 'ever Warm- 
ing and coming over to them it ſeems” highly probable, 
that if che- Peace continued much longer, there would be 
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in a few Years Time ſuch a Multitude of French Inbabi- 
tants, as with the growing Numbers in the bordering Con- 
tinent of Nova Scotia and Canada, with the Addition of 
the Indian Nations, would exceedingly vex and waſte, yea, 
endanger the Conqueſt of our Engliſb Colonies. 

At length, without our Seeking, and in the moſt criti- 
cal Time, the Lokx was pleaſed to leave them to preci- 


pitate a War upon us. An unexpected Seaſon opens to 


make the dangerous Trial, if the ALMicnTy would pleaſe 
to proſper us. And-now all the northern Colonies, and Ours 
eſpecially, began to feel their deſtructive Power and Influ- 
ence : In a few Months Time, infeſting our Coaſts, taking 
our Shipping, ruining our Fiſhery and Trade, deftroying 
Canſo, invading Anapolis, reducing us to Straits, and car- 
rying our People Captive into a Place almoſt impregnable. 
And as it was a Source of Privateers and of War 
diſtreſſing to Us; it was alſo a ſafe Reſort, both for their 
Meſt and Eaft India Fleets, to their great Advantage in 
returning Homeward. 
Of ſuch vaſt Importance was this ſtrong Port of our Ene- 
mies; and this poſſeſs'd by one of the moſt enterprizing, 
powerful and aCtive of Nations. 
But in the Wiſdom of Gop, the ſtronger it grew, the 
better in the Iſſue for us ; The French having built a regu- 
lar City, and laid out immenſely more to render it both 
ſtrong and commodious, than wwe ſhould, if the Place had 
been in our Power, Yea, it ſeems moſt likely, that if they 


had not poſſeſs'd it, there would neither have been a Bat- 


tery, nor even a Houſe in the Port to this Day; no more 


than in many fine Harbours of Nova Scotia; which tho' fo 


near the Fiſhery, have been neglected by us for ſo many 
Years, from the Peace of Utrecht, But now in a few 
IV:eks Time, the ſovereign Gop has pleaſed to give us 


the Fruits of theſe Thirty Years prodigious Art, Labour 
and Expence of our Enemies: And this by Means of fo 


{mall a Number, leſs than four Thouſand Land-Men, un- 


us'd to War, undiſciplin'd, and that had never ſeen a 


Siege in their Lives. It is the LoRD's Doing ! It is mar- 


' wellous in our Eyes, 


* 


II. Let us therefore look into the wondrous Scenes of 


Providehce, and ſee ſome of the various and ſurprizing 


Steps which led to the happy Aeguiſition. 


And theſe we may review under theſe Two —_ 
ba 1. Ihe 
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1. The remarkable Steps which led to the dangerous En- 
terprize : And y EY Pa 


2. The ſurprizing Steps ſucceeding us therein. 
I. The remarkable Steps of Providence which led us to 


the adventurous Enterprize. 
I have already hinted at theſe two Particulars — 


1. Our Enemies being left of Gop, in Oppoſition to all 
the Rules of Policy, but in too early Confidence of their 
ſufficient Growth of Power, while engag'd with the Queen 
of Hungary, to burry into a War with us ; while their tra- 
ding Ships were moſtly Abroad, their Navy not ſo well pre- 
par d, and ours by the previous War with Spain equipp'd 
and ready to employ its Power for our Defence and their 
Annoyance : It ſeems in as happy a Juncture as we could 
wiſh for: Without which we'ſhould not have had the Ad- 
vantage or Opportunity which they have opened to us. 


2. The People of Cape Breton early and ſuddenly ſeizing 
Canſo, invading Anapolis, and M. De Froier going to France 
for additional Forces by Sea and Land, to renew the Aſſault 
in the Spring of the Year;—were improv'd by Gop as a 
Means of rouzing us up with the Senſe of Danger, and of 
exciting our Governor to implore the KING for ſome naval 
Help: Without which it ſeems that Commodore Varren 
with his Three Ships of War had not been ordered from our 
Ae India Iſlands to New England: Tho' then, I ſuppoſe, 
without any ſpecial View to this important Enterprize. 


3. By the Cape-Bretoners taking and carrying ſo many of 
our People into their Harbour and City, they were obliged to 
- return them to us: Whereby we came to be more acquaint- 
ed with their Situation, and the proper Places of landing and 
attacking: And at the ſame Time it is in the Iſſue happy, 
they were not fully aware of the prodigious Strength of the 
Fortifications, or of the great Number of Men within and 
near them; or we never had preſum'd on ſuch an Enter- 
prize: Yea, tis happy that ſome few, who better knowing 
the Place, gave the more exact Accounts, and ſpake diſcou- 
raging ; yet we were ſo ſet on ſending, they were not 
- regarded, . | 


4. Gop was pleaſed to give /t Summer a great P.erty 
| B 2 of 
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of Proviſion to our northern Colonies; whereby we were this 
Spring prepared to ſupply fo great an Armament: And at 
the ſame Time cut ſhort the Crops in Canada and the French 
Meſt India Iſlands, whereby *twas apprehended that Thoſe 
at Cape-Breton were conſiderably ftraiten'd, and that both 
the Canada-French and Indians were hindered the laſt Year 
from troubling our inland Borders. POTTY 


5. By our Accounts of the Uneaſineſs of the Switzers 
There, for want of Pay and Proviſion ; and the Call and 
Wants of their Eaft and Weſt India Fleet in the Fall of the 
Year, and their Supplies with Men and Victuals, if not Am- 
munition; *twas repreſented, the remaining French were 
further weaken'd ; and we were the more encouraged. And 
*twas further remarkable, that their Store-Ships from France 
in the Fall came fo late on their Coaſt, and the Winter 
'There ſet in ſo early and fierce, as to keep them out of their 
Harbour and drive them off to Martineco. 


6. From the ſanguine Repreſentations made by our re- 
turned Captives, of the Eaſineſs of our taking the Place by 
an early Surprizal before any Help could come, either from 
France or Canada; GoD was pleaſed to lead our Governor, 
vigilant and active for our Safety and Welfare, into the Pro- 


ject: And early forming the Scheme, in the moſt timely 


Seaſon, in the midſt of Winter, when our Intercourſe abroad 
was ſealed up, to move and preſs it on the General Aſſembly ; 


and after, in convenient Time, on our neighbouring Govern- 


ments; and with wondrous Reſolution, Circumſpection and 
Aſſiduity to purſue the ſame. x ef 


7. Tho' when the Affair was firſt propos'd to the General 
Court, the Difficulties ſeem'd ſo great, and the Expence ſo 
ſinking to this poor People, that they ſaw no Light to ven- 
ture without a powerful, previous Help from England; yet 
upon further Repreſentations, that the Seaſon would likely 
be loſt for ever, &c. the Affair was unexpeRedly reconſi- 
der'd: And the ſovereign Gop ſo over-rul'd the Abſence of 
divers worthy Repreſentatives, who judged it too vaſt an 
Undertaking for us: that *tis ſaid the final: Reſolution for it 
on Jan. 25, was juſt carried but by one Majority: And e- 
ven that and other Votes had been loſt, if the ſuperior Great- 
neſs of the' Expence had been then imagined ; it ſoon abun- 
dantly exceeding their Expectations. 


8. When 
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8. When the General Court had agreed on this great En- 
terprize, it is ſurprizing to think, with how profound a Se- 
creſy, ſo many Members in the Centre of ſo populous, obſer- 
ving and inquiſitive a Town as this, for ſo many Days, kept 
their Conſultations; *till the various Parts of the Plan were 
ſettled, Committees choſen, and all Things ripe for enliſting 
Soldiers, hiring Veſſels, buying Materials and Proviſions : 
And as ſurprizing to ſee with what a general Silence all theſe 
Things were done in this City and Land; and the Army and 
Fleet equipp'd and ready to fail, while the reſt of the World 
had ſcarce any Intelligence of our Preparations. 


9. As ſoon as ever the Deſign was known among us, it 
was a marvellous Thing, that when this Province had lately 
loſt ſo many hundred Men Voluntiers in the ſad Expedition to 
Carthagena, not One in Ten being alive to return, their Wives 
left Widows, and their Children Orphans; — yet to ſee fo 
many likely Men, and I conclude the moſt of them Owners 
of Lands and Houſes, or Heirs of the ſame, and many Reli- 
gious, in all our Towns, readily liſting even as private Sol- 
diers, with the ſmall Wages of Twenty-five Shillings, New 
Tenor, a Month, to leave their gainful Farms and Trades, 
as well as Parents, Wives and Children; all as free Voluntiers, 
to ſerve their Gop, their Xing and Country, in this hazard- 
ous Enterprize : Yea, more to liſt than the Court deſired : 
And that ſo many Men of diſtinguiſhed Figure could chear- 
fully offer themſelves—even Four of his MAI EST Vv's Coun- 
cil for this Province, among them the Hon. William Pepper- 
rell, Eſq; the firſt of the Council; as alſo the Hon. Deputy 
Governor of Connecticut Colony; and divers Others of pub- 
lick Efteem and Character. | 


10. It was wonderful alſo to ſee that during thoſe Tis 
uſually ſtormy Months of February and March; the only 
Seaſon for our Preparation, Gop was pleaſed to give us 
fuch a conſtant Series of moderate and fair Weather, as in 
that Time of the Year has ſcarce ever been known among 
us: So that there was hardly any Impediment to our Offi- 
cers going about and enliſting, or of our Soldiers in march- 
ing, or our Veſſels in fitting, or our Coaſters in bringing 
us Proviſions, or our Committee of War in their various 
Preparations, *till all were ready to fail. | 


11. The extraordinary Thought, Contrivance, Order, 
Management and quick Diſpatch, not only of His ExckL- 
| B 3 LENCY, 
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LENCY, but alſo of our Council of Mar, ſeems wonderful 
that Gentlemen unus'd to ſuch Affairs, ſhould in Two 
Months Time, think of and get every Thing ſuitable for 
ſo great and various an Armament by Sea and Land: So 
that nothing proper ſeems to have been omitted. And I 
have heard ſome expreſs themſelves with Wonder to ſee: 
how Things would happen: — Juſt as they wanted ſome 
Kinds of Materials or Proviſions, an unexpected Vel 
would come in and bring them. 

12. It was alſo wonderful—that though the Small-Pox, 
which has been ſo fatal and dreadful to us, came into his 
Teton and Harbour, as our Troops were coming in both by 
Land and Water, and continued all the Time they were 
quartering and anchoring here, very few of the Officers or 
Soldiers having had it, and we were full of anxious Appre- 
henſions; yet it neither hindred them, nor did the dangerous 
Infection ſpread among them; which in that critical Juncture 
would, after all, have wholly overthrown the Enterprize. 

And now our Army of three Thouſand Land Soldiers, 
with all Kinds of Storcs being ready to fail about the 2cth of 
March, in about a Hundred V Au, beſides Five Hundred 
Soldiers more ſent from Connecticut, and Three Hundred and 
Fifiy from New Hampfhircowe had almoſt every gloomy 
Proſpe& to make us tremble, | 

For our inland Borders were now leſt bare of a great Part 
of their Strength, by the enliſting of ſo many of their able 
Men Yeluntiers in the Expedition. And if the Enterprize 
ſuccecded, the heavy Debt would almoſt ſink us. But if, for 
our Offences, Gop was carrying forth a great Part of the 
Fl:wer of gur Country to be deftroy'd; a moſt diſmal Scene 
of Ruin ſeem'd to follow ! They were to fail Five Hundred 
47:les to the Enemies Iſland,” in a raw and ftormy Time of 
the Year. And if the fear'd Infection had taken Place and 
ſhould break out among them, eſpecially after their Land- 
ing; what a general Terror would ſeize them from the 
Hand of Gop, which there was no reſiſting, and in what a 
miſerable Caſe would they be ! A naval Power with Stores 
and diſciplin'd Troops were alfo early expected There from 
France to conquer Nova Scotia : And after all the Labours 
of our unwearicd Governor, to obtain ſome Men of Mar 
from our neighbouring Colonies and Miſt India Iflands, to 
come and protect and help us; our hopeful Proſpedts ſeem to 
bine away—and we could ſee no other but that, if Te 
S ai Gun Ships of our Enemies, which were early —_— 
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ſhould arrive before we took the Place, they would ſoon 
make our Fleet and Army Captives :—And then what would 
become of this Country! nt | 45M 

So they muſt run the moſt deſperate Hazards. The 
Hearts of many of the wiſeſt aſhore now ſeem'd to fail. 
Some repented they had voted for it, and othets that they 
had ever promoted it. Some judged it beſt after all for 
every Man to go Home; and the Thoughtful among us 
were in great Perplexity.— But yet a Wonder it was to ſee, 
that thoſe who were venturing into the Danger, ſeem'd to 
be fulleſt of Truſt in Gop and Courage. Many fill'd their 
Veſſels with Prayers; and aſking Ours, they threw them- 
ſelves into the divine Protection, in the ** of Gop 
they ſet up their Banner, and away they fail'd. Pray for 
US, and we'll fight for vou was the valiant and en- 
dearing Language wherewith they left us. 

Thus have we traced ſome of the remarkable Steps which 
led to this dangerous Enterprize, We now come 


2. To view ſome of the more ſurprizing Steps of Provi- 
dence ſucceeding therein to the happy Accompliſhment. 


And as theſe are more in Number than can be reckoned, 
] may here but mention a few. 


1. As it was very encouraging to think how many piou: 
and prayerful Perſons were embark'd in the Cauſe, which 
we accounted the Cauſe of Gop and his People; it gave 
further Ground of Hope, to ſee ſuch a Spirit of dero Nea. 
tion given to many in this Town and Land on this Occa- 
ſion. For, beſides the ſolemn Days of public and general 
Prayer appointed by theſe three Governments; there were 
particular Days obſerved in ſeyeral Congregations. There 
were alſo in divers Towns Religious Societies, ſome of Wo- 
men as well as others of Men, who met every Week, more 
privately to pray for the Preſervation. and Succeſs of their 
dear Countrymen : And J have been well informed of their 
extraordinary Fervency, Faith and Wreſtlings, as ſo ma- 
ny Jacobs, in this important Seaſon, P/al. cviii. 10.—13. 
was uſually among our Petitions : As alſo, That Gop 
< ſhould preſerve, direct, and ſpirit our Friends; and ſur- 

c prize and terrify our Enemies; and make them yield 
6 without much Blood-thed, and in ſuch a Manner as the 
Mort and Glory might appear to be his alone.” tha 
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2. Gop then began in a remarkable Manner to hear 
our Prayers: In that when ſo many Ve/ſels ſail'd from 
Hence and from New Hampſhire, and Connecticut, in ſuch 
a turbulent Time of the Year, thro' a Courſe of Five 
Hundred AAiles on the Ocean; they every one arriv'd at 
Canſe, the Place of Concourſe, about /ixty Miles on this 
Side Cape Breton, without the Loſs of more than One Sol- 
dier and Three Seamen, and but. Fifteen Sick ; and Time 
enough to meet together and refreſh themſelves, and get 
into Order for their Deſcent at Louiſbeurg. 


3. It was remarkable alſo, that Gop was pleas'd to keep 
our Enemies Shore and Z7arb5vr inviron'd with Ice longer 
than uſual : So that none of their Veſſels could enter nor 
go forth for Intelligence, till our Twenty Gun Cruizers 
( which aur. Governor ſent above a Fortnight before the Reſt 
of the Fleet) came Thither : And that fome of their Veſſels 
coming early to them, both before and after the Harbour 
wis open, were happily intercepted and taten by Ours 
whereby our Enemies within fail'd of their Supplies, and 
Me were recruited by thoſe without. ET. 


4. That by a moſt gracious, ſeaſonable and wonderful 
Direction of Gop, thro? our Governor's Sollicitations the 
Fall before, the brave and active Commodore Warren, a 
great Friend to theſe Plantations, is ordered by the Go- 
vernment in England, to come immediately with Three 
Men of War from Antego to Boſton : That on his Voyage 
hither near Cape Sables, he, on April 12th, met with a 
Fiſherman, who inform'd him of our Army's being gone 
to Canſo the Mees before : That on Board the Fiſherman 
there was One of the beſt of Pilots, who had got out of 
the Way of our Committee of War, to avoid being preſs'd 
for the Service: That tho' the Commodore wanted freſh 
Proviſion and Cloaths for his Men in ſo cold a Climate 
and Seaſon ; he wiſely conſider'd the neceſſitous Caſe of 
our Army, took the Pilot. generouſly tack'd about, went 
after them, oyertook them at Canſo, to their great Joy; 
and inſtead of ſtopping, paſs'd on to watch the Harbour 
of Louiſbourg, that no Supply from Canada, Martineco or 
France might flip into it: Without all which a 64 Gun 
Ship, with near 600 Men and full of Stores, had enter'd, 
and this great Affair had been ſoon defeated. 


8. That the Cammoclare, by the Fiſherman, ſent his 855 
er 
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der for the King's Ships that ſhould be found in theſe 
Parts forthwith to follow him: That the Fiſherman time- 
ly arriving, our Governor immediately ſent the Order to 
a 40 Gun Ship at Piſcataqua ready to convoy the Maſt 
Fleet for England: And tho* ſhe was got to Sea, yet by a 
Boat the Order reach'd her; and ſending her Fleet into 
Harbour, ſhe bore after the Commodore and quickly join'd 
him. So that our Army before they fail'd from Canſo, had 
the Comfort of 4 Men of War, under God, to protect and 
help them. | 


6. That tho' our Fleet and Army ſtaid near three Weeks 
at Canſo, within 20 Leagues of Louiſbourg, and within Sight 
of their Iſland ; yet the People There knew nothing of it; 
till early in the Morning April 30. when they were ſo ſur- 
pris'd to ſee us, that they had no Time to get in freſh 
Proviſion and Force of the neighbouring Country to help 
them. It ſeems very wonderful, that none of the French 
or Indians near to Canſo, ſhould happen to ſee us, and 
give our Enemies Intelligence of us: And when our Fleet 
and Army were compleat and ready, the Ice went off at 
once; and the Winds and Weather conſpir'd to favour our 
Deſcent on the Hand. 


7. It is alſo remarkable, that the French had made os 
Fort: fication at the Place of our Landing; tho' *tis ſaid 
they deſign'd it, and were preparing for it: And tho' they 
had Six Hundred regular Troops, and about Fourteen Hun- 
dred other Men in the City, that yet they ſhould make fo 
ſmall an Oppoſition at our going aſhore : That Gop ſo 
encouraged and helped the few who landed firſt and en- 

ged them, as to beat them away with the Loſs of E:ght 
of their Men /lain, ſeveral wounded, and Ten taken Cap- 
tive, without the Loſs of One of Ours : That thereby he 
ſtruck a Terror in our Enemies: And tho' our People 
were ſo eager of Landing, they were ready to quarrel to 
get into the Boats, and the Surf ran high; yet all our 
Army landed ſafely, without overſetting a Boat or loſing 
a Man. hs | 


8. That He mov'd them to improve the Time and forth- 
with march up Five Miles, thro' a thickety, rocky, hilly 
and boggy Country, and encloſe the City. That in the 
following Night he led ſome of our Soldiers, thro' ſtrange 
Places to the Storehouſes near the Grand Battery, which 

5 was 
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was ſtrongly fortified with Walls and Ditches, and at each 
End a very thick Bomb-proof Tower: That the Store- 
houſes full of combuſtible Matter, being ſet an Fire, 
burnt and flaſh'd in. ſuch a Manner, and in the Night 
encreas'd the Enemies Terror: That the Vind alſo bear- 
ing a prodigious black Smoke upon them, in which ex- 
peQing our Army to enter, they were every Soul frighted 
out of it into the City: And that in the Morning, but 
13 of our Men obſerving there was neither Flag flying, 
nor Chimney ſmoaking, nor Perſon appearing, but ho 
Gates open, &c. ventur'd in and took Poſſeſſion. A 


9. That yet the Enemy aware of their fatal Error, ſoon 
after came with Forces in many $ha/lowaes to recover it: 
But 8 of the 13 going out of the Battery, and meeting 
with about 8 more of our Friends, run to the Water 
vide, and ſo plied the Boats with Small Arms, as damp'd 
and hinder'd them, till ſeeing more of our Forces com- 
ing, the Boats turn'd back to the Town again: And if 
they had come but one Hour ſooner, they had regain'd the 
Battery before we found it deſerted. And thus this ſtrong 
Fortreſs of 32 great Cannon, 30 of them 42 Pounders, 
which might alone have maintain'd itſelf againſt all our 
Army, the Lorp deliver'd into our Hands, without the 
Loſs of a Man, or Shot of a Gun, and before we demanded 
it: Whereby he at once ſav'd us both Time, Toil and 
Blood, and ſurprizingly gave us a great Power over the 
Harbour, as well as ſa many of the largeſt of the Enemies 
Cannon, with a great Number of their own Balls and 
Bembs to improve againſt them. 


10. That our Army was preſerved from the dangerous 
Infection: And tho' being open to the Air, Fogs and 
Dews, upon the Melting of the Ice, in a raw Climate and 
Seaſon of the Year, the Camp-Dyſentery ſeized many; yet 
ſome of our Phyſicians in their Letters, ſignified, that it 


| look'd almoſt miraculous, they ſhould ſo ſoon and gene- 
rally, without Means recover. 


11. That they ſhould be inſpir'd with wondrous Con- 
rage, Eagerneſs, Activity and unfainting Strength. Be 
ſupported under their extraordinary and conſtant Toils, 
Fatigues and Labours, in carrying Stores, drawing Cannon 
over Hills and Valleys, over Rocks and thro' Moraſſes, 
up to the Middle in Mire; and in digging Trenches, 1185 
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ſing Batteries, firing Shot and Bombs almoſt inceſſantly 
boch Day and Night againſt the City: And that Gop 1 
ſpeedily taught their Heng; to War, and their Fingers to 
fight, as preſently to throw them with great Exactneſs, 
and do ET Execution among our Enemies; diſ- 
mounting their Cannon, beating down their Houſes, Gates, 
Walls, Flankers, and greatly diſtreſſing them. 


12. That when a new 64 Gun Ship from France with 
near 600 Men, and great Quantities of Arms and Stores, 
came ſo near the Mouth of their Harbour, and before a. 
fair Wind, that two Hours more would have given her 
Entrance; ſhe was happily diſcover'd by ſome of our 
ſmaller Ships, who led her along to the larger and ſoon: 
made her Strike, tho* after near two Hours cloſe Engage- 
ment; wherein *twas wonderful, ſhe loſt above 30 Men, 
and they but 5: And tho' by the Fog in the Night they 
loſt her, yet in the Morning they happily recover'd her ; 
to the growing Diſcouragement of the Beſieged, and our 
encreaſing Strength and Benefit, 

That tho' to ſhow our Dependance on God continually, 
He was pleas' d to ſuffer the barbarous Indians, twice to 
ſurprize and murther ſome of our People ; yet in ſeveral 
Land-Encounters both with French and Indians, in divers 
Parts of the Iſland, He was pleas'd to give us the Victory. 

That by Means of the extraordinary Diſpatch of a He 
ſenger, our Governor in February ſent to the King for 
naval Help; Gop was pleas'd to ſend ſo many Aden of War 
ſucceſhvely, as by the 12th of June, with the 64 Gun 
Prize, and thoſe who were there before, to amount to 
Eleven; to the ſinking Fear of the Enemy, and the riſing 
Joy of our Fleet and Army; as alſo to preſerve a happy 
Harmony between our various Officers. 

That tho* Gop was pleas'd to humble us in defeating 
our Attack in the Night on their ſtrong land Fort; yet 
He happily guided, and with ſurprizing Strength, Agility 
and Quickneſs helped us to hoiſt up ſome ef the heavieſt 
Cannon and Mortars on the Light Houſe Cliff, which over- 
look'd that Fort in which they truſted to hinder our enter- 
ing into their Harbour: And then aſſiſted in caſting our 
Bombs ſo exactly, as after the two or three firſt, to throw 
in every One of the reſt, and do ſuch Execution as quickly 
beat them out of this ſtrong Hold they thought impreg- 
nable, and frighten the City to a quiet Surrender. 

That Gop ſhou'd move them to it in that critical Mo- 
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ment, when the Navy and Army had juſt agreed on a ge- 
neral, deſperate and fierce ¶ ault both by Land and Ma- 
ter; which was like to be exceeding bloody and of doubt- 
ful Conſequence: For upon the Capitulation, when our 
Forces enter'd the City, and came to view the inward 
State of its Fortifications ; they were amazed to ſee their 
extraordinary Strength and Device, and how we had like 
to have loſt the Limbs and Lives of a Multitude, if not 
have been all deftroy'd. And that the City ſhould ſur- 
render when there was a great Body of French and In- 
dians got on the Iſland, and within a Day's March, to 
moleſt us. | 
That in all our cloſe and conſtant Aſſaults and Skir- 


| miſhes, ſome of our Batteries being within Pi/tol Shot of 


the City, and receiving ſuch a vaſt Number of Balls and 
Bombs almoſt continually by Day and Night, we ſhould 
not have ahove Twenty ſlain at our Batteries, and not a- 
bove a Hundred in all; in ſo raw a Climate and Seaſon, 
and under ſuch Fatigues, not loſe above a Hundred more by 
Sickneſs; and of ſo many Veſſels tranſporting and cruiſing, 


in ſo many Storms in March and April, loſe but One; tho' 


this a Cruizer of a Hundred Men, ſuppoſed to be overſet, 
is a grievous Loſs. 26h 

That in the Time of the Siege, there were many other 
ſurprizing Events in our Favour—Such as timely Supplies 
to our Army either by "Tranſports or Prizes, as we were 
near to want them — That the very Balls from our Ene- 
mies Gannon were of no ſmall Service, being as faſt almoſt 
as they fell, catch'd up, and put into Ours, and return'd 
with Advantage — That digging a Trench to protect our 
Men, and meeting a Rock in the Way we could not re- 
move; juſt as we left it, a Bomb from the Enemy came 
down in the moſt ſuitable Spot, and without any Harm re- 
mov*d it for us, &c. 

That from the Army's leaving wy Ho April 29, to their 
landing May 30, and during all the Siege, there ſhould be 
ſuch a continual Series of fair Weather, as was never known 
in the Place before at that Time of the Year, till their en- 
tering into the City, June 17; and then the Clouds to gather 
Blackneſs and pour down Rains for Ten Days together : 
Which would have ſpoil'd our Batteries, fill'd our Trenches, 
and greatly hindered and diſabled us lt ſeem'd to cloſe the 
Scenes of Wonder |—As if the ſovereign Gop would ſuſ- 
pend the hurtful Operations of Nature, *till he had quite 
accomplith'd his great Deſign, deliver'd the Fortreſs into 


our 
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our Hands, and led us into a Place of Shelter. 
In the mean while, it is alſo remarkable, that the Nore 
American Coaſts have been unmoleſted by both the French 
and Spaniſh W:/t-India Privateers, till this great Affair was 
ended. And that by Means of Du Vivier's Project of taking 
Annapolis in the Spring or Summer, both our French and In- 
dian Enemies have been all this Time diverted from our ex- 
poſed inland Borders; they being drawn to Menis, and to 
make a tranſient Show at Annapolis: So he was guided into 
his miſchievous but fruitleſs Project, and to go even to 


France to promote our Safety, and give us an unmoleſted 


Seaſon for the taking of Louiſbourg. 

Laſtly, that though our GovERNOR, our GENERAL 
Cour, the Council of War, the General, the Commodore, 
the Officers and Soldiers, both by Land and Sea, have diſ- 

lay'd a wondrous Wiſdom, Zeal, Courage, Reſolution, 
Diligence, and unwearied Application; yet they have the 


eminent Honour in receiving theſe from Gor, and in his 


employing them to atchieve and bring about ſuch a glorious 
and happy Addition to the Britifh Crown and Empire: Nor 
without his numberleſs other Directions would all their Skill, 


Care, Toil and Diligence have availed any thing : And 


to HIM be therefore all the Glory. For the infinitely infe- 


rior Brightneſs ſparkling in them, is wholly deriv'd from 


Him, both by his original and continual Influence; like 
the Glitters of Diamonds from the Morning Sun, and when 


He wholly hides his Light, they vaniſh. And yet the brilliant 


Diamonds are more to be valued than unſhining Pebbles. 
And thus we have ſeen this Paſſage of Scripture, in a re- 

markable Manner exemplified in the preſent Day. | 
And now who can in common Reaſon deny a particular 
Providence in this great Affair? Who can in Reaſon ima- 
ine that ſuch a Multitude of various and contrary running 
heels, both of material Cauſes and ſpontaneous Agents, 


ſhou'd all be made to work together, and in the midſt of 


Thouſands of Difficulties and Contingencies, in the happieſt 
Seaſons coincide, to accompliſh this GREAT EvenT ; 
without a SUPREME Contriver, Mover, and Director? 
We may a thouſand Times more conſiſtently apprehend 
the moſt curious Engine in the World to be made without 


- Deſign, and to work without a moving Power. 


Yea, thoſe who own not Theſe to.be the Operations of 


God, as a wiſe, ſovereign, free, and actual Ruler among » 


+» 


Men and Elements; muſt not only deny the Scriptures, but 
even the very F4:ndations of all Religion, or Adoration of 
10 3 the 
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the ſupreme Governor. For they muſt deny there is any 
Need, or Duty, or Wiſdom, of fearing Him, or praying to 
Him, or hoping on Him in any Emergencies; or of acknow- 
ledging, admiring, praifing, loving, or thanking Him, for 


the greateſt and moſt marvellous Salvations. 


But as for Us — mn the Name of Gor, our Gop in 


Ons r, yea in the Name of the Sox of Gop, as ſupreme 


Lord and Ruler of Heaven and Earth, of Men, Angels, 
and Elements, we lifted up our Banners: To Him we 


booked and prayed : In Him we put our Truſt and fought: 


And now, He has heard and proſper'd, to Him we will a- 
ſcribe the Praiſe. | | 

Whatever Inſtrumems or Means he us' d, we will bleſs 
Him for them; we fee them form'd, endow'd, excited by 
Him; we ſee them in his mighty and all- active Hands, deri- 
ving Strength and Guidance from Him, and employ'd conti- 
nually to fullfil his Pleafure. We will own, the Work is his 
in the higheſt Senſe : It was all coniprehended in his ſo- 


vereign View, Defign and Providence; begun, carried on, 


accompliſh'd by his all-governing Wiſdom, Power, and 
1 and the whole together is marvellous in every ſe- 
rious Eye. 

When the Tidings came of ſurrendring the City, we 
c were he them that dream: Our Mouth was fill'd with 


' © Laughter, and our Tongue with Singing: Even the Hea- 


then then ſaid, Tho Lord hath done great Things for 


© them; and We—The LoRD hath done great Things for us, 


c whereof we are glad. Not unto us, O LoRD, not unto 


c us, but unto thy Name give Glory: Our God hath 


done whatſoever he pleaſed : The Loxp hath been mind- 


é ful of us: And we will bleſs the Lox D, from this Time 
forth and for ever. Thine, O LoRD, is the Greatneſs, 


« and the Power and the Glory, and the Victory, and the 
« Majeſty : For all that is in the Heaven and in the Earth is 
« thine; thine is the Kingdom, O Lox, and thou art ex- 


s alted as Head above all: Both Riches and Honour come 
of Thee, and thou reigneſt over all, and in thine Hand 
is Power and Might; and in thine Hand it is to make 


Great, and to give Strength to all: Now therefore ouR 


Gop, we thank Thee and praiſe thy glorious Name. 


« Give Thanks to the Lorp, call on his Name, make 
« known his Deeds among the People: Sing unto Him, 
« ſing Pſalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous Works: 


„Declare his Glory among the Heathen, his marvellous 


« Works among all Nations.“ 82 
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O that when we have {oe his Praiſe, we may not 
ungratefully Forget his Works, or return to Sin; which is 
to rob Him of his deſerved Glory, and fly in the Face 
of our dow Preferver and Benefa ber: It is the vileſt De- 
gree of Ingratitude and provoking Baſeneſs: It is to fight 
againſt Him, who has been marvellouſly fighting for 18, 
and given us a wonderous Series of great Salvations. Vea, 
this will be the dangerous Way to move Him to turn our 
Enemy; to change the Courſe of his ſlighted Diſpenſa- 
tions, and give the Place into our Adverſaries Hands again, 
with a more dreadful and miſchievous Increaſe of Power 
than ever, to puniſh us. And the Sins of Drunkenneſs, 
Profanation of the Name and Day of Gop, Uncleanneſs, 
Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Contempt of CHRIS, and Oppoſition 
to the Purity, Power and Practice of his holy Religion; are 
ſome of the higheſt and moſt dangerous Provocations and 
Preparatives to ruinous Judgments. 

Yea diſtinguiſhing Appearances of Gop to ſave and pro- 
ſper us, are diſtinguiſhing Obligations, not only to diſtin- 
guiſbing Degrees of Foy and Praiſe, but alſo to diſtinguiſb- 
ing Degrees of Piety, i. e. of active Gratitude and Love to 
Gop, of perpetual Contrivances and Labours to promote 
his Glory and holy Kingdom in Ourſelves and Others, and 
to a conſtant Life of Service to his Cauſe and People. And 
as the Failure of this, will not be a rendering to Him 
according to his ſignal Benefits, but a moſt wngratefu! 
Treatment of Him ; his Eyes are always on us, to obſerve 
us noto, and to judge and recompence us Here or Here- 
after. 

But let us rejoice, not only in aur own Salvation, the 
Salvation of all our Colonies, and ſome of the moſt impor- 
tant Branches of the Britiſh Trade — But let our Joy 
riſe higher, that hereby a great Support of Antichriſtian 
Power is taken away, and the vi/ible Kingdom of CHRIST 
enlarged. Methinks, when the ſouthern Gates of Lou- 
:/bourg were opened, and our Army with their Banners 
were marching in; the Gates were lifted up — the Gates 
_ were lifted up — and the KING of GLoRyY went in with 
them. Even the Son of Gop, the Loxp of Hoſts, the 
Lord ſtrong and mighty in Battle — having gain'd the 
Conqueſt, he rode in Triumph and took Poſſeſſion. He ſet 
up his Standard, proclaim'd his Goſpel of Peace, the Glad 


Tidings of Salvation, open'd the Priſons, redeem'd his Cap- 
tives, and began to receive his grateful Incenſe of pure Ado- 


\ rations, O that There, in Purity of Worſhip, * 
| N and 
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Aland Converlation, in the Poet of his Grace, and in the 


*. Glory of his Holineſs, He may reign and ſhine to all the 
Iſlands about, as long as the Sun and Moon endure. 
And as 'twas one of the chief Diſgraces of Q, ANNe's 
Reign, to reſign this and to the French; it is happily one of 
the Glories of K. GzxorGE II's to recover it to the Britiſh 
. Empire. O that it may remain united thereto for ever, and 
. ſo perpetuate the Glory! O that under the Influence of Bri- 

. tiſh Liberties, in a happy Conſtitution of Civil Government, 
and the DIvINE Care and Blefling, even Louiſbourg itſelf, 
with Cape-Breton, and all Nova Scotia, may revive and flou- 
riſh. May they have religious, wiſe and generous Governors, 
that = be as nur/ing Fathers to them; encourage them in 
Piety, Virtue and good Order, promote their Trade, and 

protect them in their Properties and Liberties. | 
Laſtly, may this happy Conqueſt be the dawning Earneſt 
of our DIVINE REDEEMER'sS carrying on his Triumphs 
. thro? the Northern Regions; till He extends his Empire from 
the Eaſtern to the Meſtern Sea, and from the River of Ca- 
nada to the Ends of America. — THEN from the uttermoſt 
3 Parts of the Earth ſhall be heard Songs, even Glory to the 
| righteous GOD: They ſhall lift up their Voice, they ſhall 
„ ſing for the Majeſty of the Loxp, they ſhall cry aloud from 
5 the Sea; they ſhall glorify the Lok p in the Woods and 
1 Valleys, on the Lakes and Rivers, in the Mountains, in the 
| Iſlands: And the Heavens and the Earth ſhall be filled with 
his Glory, and eccho with his * AME N. | 
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